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INTRODUCTION
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“And think nof of those who are slain in Alfah’s way as dead,
they are alive, (and) by their Lord well provided™.
Holy Qur'an (2165)

The person of Hussein bin Ali (a.s,) isasymbol, a schoaol
and a distinet]ly unigue, pohitical and religious revelutionary
movement in the history of Islam. His was a tremendous
undertaking which still reverberates throughout the Muslim
nanon, He has been a propelling force and a seminal element
in events throughout Islamic history, particularly in the
sphere of jihad (the holy struggle in the way of Allah), Hus-
sein's example has remained vividly alive for generations and
centuries, His uprising, movement and ideals sull have a
deep impact on the conscience and awareness of the ummah.

A host ef political. social and rehmous factors made
Imam Hussein(a.s, ) rise 1o challenae Yoazid o Mu awivah,
A key factor was the violation of the principles upon which
Islamic rule is based. The main principles Imam Hus-
seinfa.s, ) desired to keep alive were:

* (a.5.) stands for: (aleihl! aleihal aleshimd as-salam) which means ‘Peace ba upan
hirm/ her! them',
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. Paying due attention to the public opinion of the
ummah, and regularly consulting it in the conduct of affairs:

R0 T I T VP
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# and consuli them in the matter...".
Haly Qur'an (3059

2. Law and principles stand above everyone. They are the
standard according to which the ruler is evaluated. The legal-
ity of his position, and his right to the exercise of power is
similarly estimated:

T1LTA)

“ .50 judge between people with justice and do not foilow
desire...”
Holy Qur'an (35:26)
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“,..therefore judge between them according to what Allah has
sent down...™.

Holy Gur'an (548

3. Establishment of justice and equity between all the
people, regardless of social status in the sphere of rights and
obligations.
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“Surely Allak commands you to deliver trusts back to their owii-
ers and when you judge between people you that you judge with jus-



fice...™
Holy Cor'an [4:58)

4, Assuring the leader be both efficient and righteous so
that he can discharge his responsibilities:
The Holy Prophet (s.a.w.) is reported to have said;

wWe are commanded to place people in their right positions™,

5. Equity in economic distribution ought to be tirmly
instituted:
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“Whatever Allah s restored to His Messenger from the people
of the towns, it 5 for Allah and for the Messenger and for the pear
of kin and the orphans and the needy and the wayfarer, so that if
may nol be a thing taken by turns among the rich of you and what-
cver the Messenger gives you, accept it, and from whatever ke for-
bidls you, keep back and be carcful of (ysn duty to) Afllah; surely
Allah is severe in refriboting (evil). "

Haoly Quran {55:7}

Imam Ali (a.5.) is reported o have said:

slyen i aff of it was my personal properiy § world have disiri-
buted it equally amoengst the needy and poor. Ther what Is the situ-
ation when the property befongs to Adlah?™,

6, The right of criticizing, advising, guiding and discus-
sing the policies of the leader should be respected and

* s w.) stands for; Esl-lallaho aleib wa'asling wasalam) which means ‘fay Allan
shower His Dlessings upon ninrand s noly progany’,



institutionalized.
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“4 pd from among you there should be a party who invite to good
and enjoin what is right and forbid the wrong, and these it is that
shail ke successiol*",

Hody CQuirarn (3004}

The Holy Prophet (s.a.w.) is reported to have said:

“The best of jihad is that of a word of right spoken to an wnjust
ruler™

Hussein (a.s.) witnessed the deteriorating political and
social situation and clearly recognized that the general policy
of the authorities did not jibe with Islamic principles. He was
aware of the ummah’s numerous and painful afflictions, and
was determined to exercise his religious duty, being the duly
sanctioned leader and central figure capable of restoring
Islamic values.

Thus he rose. His revolt is rich in lessons and divinely
inspired attitudes. Hussein embodied the sacrifice of self,
money, family, social status and the challenge to terror and
crueltv, He patiently traversed hundreds of miles, moving
both night and day. The ¢pic protest he engendered came at
the most crtical political juncture. In fact, the Prophet's
grandson had vowed to sacrifice himsell.

Eventually he was killed along with his sons, most of his
household and all of his companions. The bodies were muti-
lated and their heads were carried from Karbala’, to Kufa
and finally Damascus. His womenfolk were taken prisoners
and marched across the desert. He himself was expecting all
that, but did not budge an inch.

An uprising led by the noblest and best aspected person-



ahty 1n the entire ummah. 15 certainly one which is uniquely
distinguished as a movement abounding with spiriiual . moral
and religious ideals. Due to the importance of this personal-
ity. we ar¢ honoured to present this concise, well
documented book to our réaders. Hereunder are related the
most oulstanding incidents of the dynamic usseini move-
ment, which stands unequalled ini1s greatness and fills pages
upon pages of history.

Such a sublime revolution has to be studied, dissected
and fully understood. Lessons should be drawn from i, Here
we note that the backward and downtrodden nations must
one day follow in the footsteps of Imam Hussein if they are
to challenge the despots.

We besecch the Most High and Almighty to make this
volume of enduring benelit to our esteemed readers and to
help us in disseminating benevolence and guidance.

He is the Hearing and Answering,



HUSSEIN: THE REVOLUTIONARY

Karbala',, Karbala'.,.the garden ol swords, blood and
inspiration for innumerable pens.

Karbala' is the word of right, .the hymn on the lips of
time

Karbala® isa poem..a thyme of anguish and pain,

Karbala' never passes away. I1s sun never sets in the hori-
zon of history, Tts anguish can never be ¢lfaced from the con-
science of freemen by the collective conspiracy of tyrants.

At Karbala' clouds of blood rained and generations of
martyrs and revolutionaries took root and sprouted. The
sound of the fearless voice of Imam Hussein still echoes in
the valley of al-Tufoof, ringing in the ears of time. Itis a hur-
ricane that chales and shakes the tyrants, It is a voleano of
blood. violently jolting the despois’ thrones. It awakens free
conselences and stirs within man the spirit of revolution and
jihad, His voice 1s still echomg in the ears of mankind:

“By Allah, I will never give you oty hand like a man who has been
humifiated, nor will I flee like a slave™.

Who actually is Hussein? What is the background of this
exceptionally unique and great personality? This prominent
man of history, the legend of epics, the word of pride and
honour was no less the grandson of Prophet Muhammad
(%.a.w.}. the son of his daughter Fatimah al-Zahra' and her
cousin and husband the Commander of the Faithful, Ali bin
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Abi-Talib bin Abdul- Mattalib bin Hashim.

The martyr Hussein was born in al-Madinah al-Munaw-
warah on the fifth of Sha’ban4 A IL", or, according toother
sources, on the third of Sha'ban 4 A.T1. His birth was
applauded by the prophetic family. The Prophet (s.a.w.)
himsell named him Hussein, ™%

He was raised under the care of the Apostle of Allah
(s.a.w.), his daughter Fatimah (a.s.) and the Commander of
the Faithful Ali{a.s.) Hussein imbibed prophetic morals and
drank deeply of the Islamic principles of justice and righte-
ousness. He was dearly Joved by the Aposile of
Allah (s.a.w.), who used to carry him and his elder brother
Imam Hassan(a.s. ) in s arms and declare expansively in
front of his companions.

“(3 Allah, I love them and love those wha love them™, 9

Ie expiessed his deeply felt love for Hassan and Hussein
(a.s.)in these words:

“These fwo sons of mine are my {wo plants of sweef basil io this
world®. @

“Whoever foves Hassan and Hussein then fre foves me and who-
ever dislikes them then he disfikes me, "™

The Apostle of Allah would offer his prayers while Has-
san and Hussein would take turns in straddling his back,
Some of the companions of the Apostle of Allah would try to
remove them therefrom but he would respond:

“Fexve them, may my father and mother be thefr ransom, whe-
ever loves me, he shoudd love them™. (This account is reported by
Abu-Hatam).™

“Wiheever is pleased (o Jook at a man from the peaple of
paradise, then let him look at Hussein™,™

Thus Imam Husseimn was infroduced to the ummah, while
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still in the bloom of his childhood as a martyr. His status was
identified by the Aposile of Allah lest the ummah do him
harm.

Diecades passed by. The disobedient [orgot the words of
the Apostle of Allah regarding the high rank of Hussein.
I'hey caused grief to the Apostle of Alllah by brutally killing
his grandson,

“Ihn Uimar reminded Muslims of this as it was reported
that."Cince [bn Umar was asked about the hajj (pilgrim) and
whether it was permissible to kill flies’. He retorted, ‘The
people ot Iraq ask me about the killing of flies during hajj,
whereas they had killed the son of the daughter of the Apos-
tle of Allah (s.a.w.)". The Apostle of Allah referred to them
as, "My two plants of sweet basil in this world® ®

History provides another insight, taken from Anas bin
Malik, in which he compared two scenes; the lirst of which
was that of the Apositle of Allah kissing Hussein on his mouth
and hugging him. The second one showed Ibn Zivad the
Umayvad governor of Kuofa, following the martyrdom of
Hussein poking the head of Hussein which had been placed
in a hasin. He reported,

“After the murder of Hussein bin Ali (a.5.), his head was
carried to Tbn Ziyad who started 1o poke at the teeth with his
cane and said, *He was good-looking'.*Let me disturb you', |
said, "L saw the Apostle of Allah kiss the place you poke aton
his mouth™. This account was reported by al- Dhahhak,

Abu-Bakr al-Siddiq said-

“I heard the Apostle of Allsh saying: Hassan and Hussein are the
two lords of the youth of pacadise™, ™

Thus was Hussein in the heart of the Apostle of Allah and
described in his divine message. He was brought up in the
noblest and most dignified house in Islam: Namely the house
of the Apostle of Allah (s.a.w.). Hussein partook of his vir-
tues and principles, hence he was the symbol of piety and

12



the example of faithfulness, asceticism and waorship, He was
unflinching and brave in defending the ummah and of magni-
ficently outstanding personulity, He firmly adhered to right
and was strong- willed W and never feared the censure of any
censurer in defending the divine laws.

It is because of these majestic atiributes, his ingenious
personality, and his lofty social rank that TTussein was
destined to become & dyvnamic, active force in Islamic history
and his lile a brilhant testament leaving anindehble mark on
all generations. Honour enshrined the visage of Hussein in
the heart of every freedom-loving individual who knows
humanity's real worth and the merit of primaiple and values,
The Muslims loved the household of the Prophet{s.a.w.) and
revered Hussein (a.s.) as one of the Imams from this house-
hold. Consequently, the catastrophe of his loss set off con-
tinuous pangs of pain in the vmmah’s conscience, and
became a ceaseless cause of sadness. For these reasons, this
personrality won the hearts and minds of peaple. The magne-
tic power of Hussein made emotions overflow and the hearts
cling passionately to him. Poets, generatnon alter generation,
during these fourteen centuries created inspired verse con-
cerning him. The wellspring of this particular iterature has
yet to dry up, The poetic and artistic depiction of deepesi
remorse created by that tragedy and sacrifice are still pulsing
with life,

People wrote incessantly but the ink did not desiceate nor
did expressiveness become stale. In his name uprisings were
commenced, the spring of blood did not cease to flow, nor
did the wills of aspirants to that noble path wane. In his name
slogans were chanted and transtormed into institutions that
did not die. Nor did the myriad voices echoing the magnifi-
cently grand Husseini uprising trail off.

Mushims knew full well that it was the flesh of the Apostle
of Allah from which the blood is still gushing on the dust of
karbala’. A heinous crime was enacted against the house-
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hold of the Prophet{s.a.w,) that can never be expiated short
of punishing the enemies of 1stam and reviving the values of
the revolt, Thus rebellions exploded and the penitents rose
up in arms, The blood of Hussein was the catalyst that shook
the TImmayad throne and pulled it down,

Feclings of guilt and the complex of having failed the
houschold of the Prophet (s.a.w. ) cemented in the Muslims’
conscience mn the wake of Tussein’s martyrdom. As a result,
men secking vengeance rose up and movements dedicated to
punishing the criminals were formed. This was characterised
by the armed protest of the “Tawwabeen (penilents) and al-
Mukhtar who avenged the murder of Hussein, There was a
series of revolutions and their repercussions have yet to die
dlown.

MMuslims have continuously sat in sessions for remember-
ing ITussein. They relived the massacre of al-Taf from the
very day of Hussein's martyrdom 1l the present. The wailing
did not cease and the tears did not vanish. The calamity
which is still vivid grows and interacts with the human consei-
ence. affects the ummalh’s awareness and intensifies its feel-
ings of grief, A hterary school wok shape and a Husseim
tradition evalved which nurtures the tragedy and revives it
and relates it perpetually 1o successive generatlions.

Thus was Karbala™; a brillaint torch for revolt against
lyranny, a symbol for revelutionaries. a cause for grief and
wailing. Hussein is a touchstone of love and lovalty erected in
the hearts of every nobie and free man,

He is the example for the self-conscious, uncompromis-
ing revolutionary...the one who advocated the rights of the
oppressed. He is one of the near relatives of the Prophet
whom Allah orders us to love:

o & 5 Ll BAE, g il 35,01 9] 100 e SILTY J5 3

(TrEY)
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w4 do not ask of you any reward for it bo! fove fur my near rela-
tives and whoever earns goud, We give him more of good

therefm..",
Holy Quran {[d2:23)

[Mussein was 4 member of the fwmily of the Prophet
(s.a.w.) whom Allah has kept uncleanness away trom:

- Fo iy P B e el o wpufe ol
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“Aflah anly desires to keep away the wocleanness from you, O
people of the House! and to pucily you a (thorough) purifying.”
Hely Goran [ 33:23)

Hussein was one of those counted with the Messenger of
Allah (s.a.w.) when the contest of prayers with the Christ-
tans of Majran was staged:

I

Seinly Gl g I i all o 2 L amy o b sl pad
Aol Je il i o Jund 3 SO LT, (i) il

(1)

“And whoever dispuies with vou concerning him (Jeses) after
what has come fo you of knowledge, then say: Come lef us call our
sons and your sens and our women and yoor women and oirselves
and yourselves, then let ps earnestly pray for the curse of Allah on

the liaes™.
Hialy ez (3081
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SCENES FROM THE STRUGGLE

In the walke of the murder of the third caliph Uthman bin
Affan. the Muslims pledged their allegiance to Imam
Alifas.). and they yielded the administration of state affairs
1o him. Mu'awivah bin Abi-Sufyun declined to give
allegiance to Imam Ali{a.s.). He declared himself free of his
caliphal authority and subsequently appointed himself caliph
of Syria. whose governer he had been under Uthman.,

Upon examining the political history of that crucial era of
Istamic history, it is clear that Imam Ali{a.s. ) was face to face
with three political blocs;

|. The Umayyad party led by Mu’awiyah bin Abi-Sufyan.

2. The Kharejites who left the army of Imam Ali(a.s.)
and disobeyed him.

3. The group of A'ishah, Talhah and al-Zubayr bin al-
Awwan,

After a period characterised by several battles and cease-
less political struggle between Imam Ali{a.s.) and these
blocs, Imam Ali (a.s.) erushed the aspirations of A'ishah %,
Talhah and al-Zubayr in the well-known Battle of al-Jamal
(the camel) that took place at Basrah, He also defeated
Mu'awivah at the Battle of Siffin, That episode ended in
arbitration which Imam Ali(a.s.) refused to accept when he
realized it to was purely political chicanery.

Mu’awivah won the round of negotiations and the Khare-
jites left the ranks of Imam Ali's army, Later on, he was to

16



launch a fierce operation against them at al-Nahrawan, beat
them badly and scattered their forees.

In the midst of all this strife, bloody fighting and political
struggle, the Kharejites - who made plain their animosity
against the Imam of the Muslims, Ali bin Ahi-Talib{a.s.) -
laid plans to assassinate Mu'awiyah, Amru bin al-Aas and
Al hin Abi-Talib, Thus, in the person of Ali bin Abi-Talib
{a.s.), the ummah was to lose the dearest of its men, the van-
guard of its pioneers and the bearer of its standard, the out-
standing man of knowledge, jihad and good deeds.

The plot against history and humanity was car ried out by
Abdul-Rahman bin Muljam. He murdered the Commander
of the Faithful Ali bin Abi-Talib(a:s,) by striking his head
with a poisoned sword, during the dawn prayer. at Kufi Mos-
que, on the 19th day of the month of Ra madhan inthe vear 40
A_H. Imam Ali {a.s.) attained martyrdom on the 2lst day of
the same month.

The Commander of the Faithful was the head of state and
renowned for his prowess in jihad and politics. He was a man
of principle and doctrine devoted to justice and maintg¢nance
of lofty values. Ali never compromised at the expense ot 4
right, or ignored a principle of justice. When he was assassi-
nated, # new epoch was ushered in. A new and complicated
political period ensued, in which the political equation was
radically transformed and the social equilibrium of society's
balanced evolution and political thought rendered unstable.
Weakness crept into the rightly - guided caliphate,
Mu'awiyah's influence began to expand.

In spite of the trust of the Muslims in Imam Hassan (a.s.)
and his unique political and social status, to which the Apos-
tle of Allah (s.a.w.). made mention of to the ummah and
despite the will of his father Ali(a.s.) and the ummah’s allegi-
ence to Hassan as caliph after his father, no sooner was
Imam Ali(a.s.) martyred then Mu'awiyah declared himself
general caliph of the Muslims, He wrote to the Rightly-

17



Guided Caliph Hassan bin Abi-Talib(a.s.) demanding his
abdication from power, while brandishing his sword and
threatening to launch a war against him.

History preserved the letter sent to Hassan (a.s.) by
Mu’awiyah and Hassan's response. Mu'awiyah wrote to Has-
san bin Ali (a.s.) threatening him and demanding his relin-
quishment of the caliphate. His letter read:

“In the Name of Allah, the Compassionate, the Merciful .

Allah, the Most Exalted, surely deals with His servants
the way He wills. There is no repeller of His decree and He
is swill to take account. Be cautious lest your death be at the
hands of one of the villains from among the people. You
should forsake the hope of finding weakness in us. Should
you turn away from what you are trying to accomplish and
pledge me allegiance. surely | would fulfill my promises to
vou and grant you whatever you ask for, Thus, I would be as
A’sha bani Qays bin Tha’labah described: ‘Should someone
trust you with something, then make over the trust to him, so
alter demisc you will be called trustworthy. Do not ENVY your
master when he is opulent. If destitute, then, do not turn
away from him’. You shall be my successor, in as much as you
are more entitled to the caliphate, Wassalam”,

Imam Hassan bin Ali (a.s.) answered him:

“I have received your letter, in which you mentioned whatever
you wanted to. I have not declined to answer you lest I may do you
infustice and I take refuge in Allah from that. Follow right, then you
will surely know that I am righteous, The sin of what 1 say, if I lie,
is upan me. Wassalam™, ™

Imam Hassan could not yield to Mu'awiyah or even con-
sider giving up the caliphate. His position was legal and the
people had pledged their allegience to him as their leader and
caliph. He thus prepared himself and mobilized the people
and went to war against Mu'awiyah bin Abi-Sufyan. The
military scales tipped in favour of Mu’awiyah, due to the
treason of several of Hassan's officers andl the letters

18



Mu’awivah sent to his prominent supporiers, bribing them
with the promise of high posts. Imam Hassan had no alterna-
tive but to preserve the blood of the Muslims, He ceased hos-
tilities to protect the Islamic entity from outside enemics(i.e.
the Romans). He did so temporarily till everything calmed
down and conditions would be more (o his advantage.

He signed a peace treaty with Mu'awiyah so that the
ummah would be guaranteed a stable political atmosphere
after the demise of Mu'awiyah. Thus Tmam Hassan was
forced to give up his right to the caliphate temporurily.
according to conditions and agreements preserved by history
and reported in different formulas and texts.

The agreement was us follows:

|, This is the agreement concluded between Hassan bin
Ali bin Abi-Talib and Mu awiyah bin Abi-Sufyan: Accord-
ing to which Hassan gives up the caliphate in favour of
Mu'awiyah on the condition that he shouid rule over the
Muslims according to the Book of Alluh and the practices of
the Apostle of Allah and the rightly-guided caliphs.
Mu'awiyah should never appoint anyone after him as his suc-
cessor.

2. Hassan is the designated caliph after Mu'awiyah ™!
However, should anything happen to Hassan, then Hussein
will take over as the head of state."™

3. Mu'awiyah should not claim anything against the
people of Madinah, Hijaz and Iraq on account of their
attitudes during the reign of his father, Imam Ali(a.s.)."™

4. His governors of the provinces should not curse the
Commander of the Faithful from the pulpits, nor mention
him with abusive remarks, nor curse him during the qunut
(prayer) of the ritual prayers."™

5. All people are secure wherever they are, '™

6. Mu'awiyah has no right to manage the bait-ul-maal
(public treasury) in Kufa. Hassan alone is entitled o manage
IL.
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7. Mu'awivah should not expose to evil neither Hassan
nor his brother Hussein. nor their followers, SUPPOTLErS, Or
women. He should not confiscate their property.

These items were written and mutually agreed upon,
Hardly was the agreement concluded, when Muawiyah
addressed his partisans:

“.andeed [ have promised to give Hassan to give certain
things and | have given things to him. All of them are now
under my foot. And from now onwards T will not fulfill any-
thing™. 12

Thus the nghtlyv-guided caliphate came to an end with the
abandonment of the caliphate by Imam Hassan bin Ali
(a.5.). He returned to Madinah after administering the
people’s aflairs, followng the martyrdom of his father.
Imam Ali (a.s.). for a period ol six months,

Indeed. that was not the end of the whole affair, War and
strife which began on the very first day of the conflict in Islam
between the Umayyads and the household of the Prophet
{s.a.w.}. did not cease. Practically, Hasanain (Hassan and
Hussein) shut themselves off from the political domain, The
campaign against the household of the Prophet (s.a:w.) and
their followers was intensified by Mu'awivah and tensions
mounted, It was after the death of Hassan (a.s. YA when the
people turned to Hussein (a.s.) and decided on giving him
their pledge of allegiance and deposing Mu’awiyah,

Mu’awiyah had something else in mind. He determined
to appoint his son Yazid® (o rule the Muslims after him and
receive their oath of allegiance on his behalf, That was a blat-
ant violation of the Islamic traditions and rules for appoint-
ing the Muslim caliph. This decision stirred widespread agi-
tation among the faithful, particularly-amidst prominent per-
sonalities such as Hussein bin Ali (a.s.), Abdul-Rahman bin
Abu-Bakr, Abdullah bin al-Zubayr, Abdullah bin Umar and
other well- known, leading figures,

The historians have clearly conveyed this attitude of
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expressing refusal und laying down a challenge. Below are
somme examples:

“In the year 50 AL Quhisian was forcefully taken (by
the Mustims). There Mu'awivah called on the people of Syria
1o pledge their allegiance to his son Yazid as his successor,
They did so. He was the first one to appoint his son 10 suc-
cecd him and the first ever to do so during his hile.

“Subsequently, he wrote to Marwan bin al-Hakam i
Madlinah to take the pledge of allegiance on behalf of his son,
Marwan addressed the people saying, ‘The Commander of
the Faithful has the view of nominating his son to rule over
you, It is the practice of Abu-Bakr and Umar’. At that point
Abdul-Rahman bin Abu-Bakr al-Siddiy interrupted him,
‘Nay, it is the practice of Khosrow and Caesar. Surely Abu-
Bukr and Umar did not neminate their sons to succeed them,
ar anyone of their kinsmen'.

“Thereafter. in the year of 51 A, H. Muawivah made the
hajj (pilgrimage) and secured the allegiance for his som. Then
he sent for ibn Umar, ... and said, ‘0. ibn Umar! You used
to tell me that you did not pass a night without being under
the rule of a prince {i.e. a ruler). I warn you not to cause dis-
cord, or make mischiel among the Muslims’

“Thn Umar praised Allah, then said, “There had been
caliphs before you who had sons. Your son is not better than
them. They did not do for their sons what vou did for yours.
But they chose for the Muslims what they viewed as best.
You warn me against sowing the seeds of disharmony among
the Muslims. I will never do that. But I am one of the Mus-
lims. When they agree on anything I will adhere toit’, "May
Allah have mercy on you!', said Mu'awiyah, Whenibn Umar
left Mu'awiyah sent for ibn Abu- Bakr, who gave the two tes-
timonies, Mu'awivah then talked, “We wish you would leave
you - as regarding my son-to Allah’, ibn Abu-Bakr inter-
rupted him, ‘By Allah, we will never do that. By Allah, you
should turn this affair over to the Muslims for consultation,

21



or we will force you to reconsider the matter’. With that he
rose to his feet and quickly left, "O Allah, Mu'awiyah asked
Allah. suffice me against him by whatever vou will', and he
added, "Man, wait a minute! Don't tell the Syrians anything
of all this. | fear they might attack you, Wait till the evening,
when 1 will tell them you have given us the pledge of
allegiunce, then you can do whatever you wish®. Then he sent
for Ibn al-Zubayr and said to him, *O Thn al-Zubayr, you are
nothing but an elusive fox, going into one lair and coming out
of another. You have lured these two men into changing
their opmnions’.

‘I you are uninterested in the rulership,' retorted [bn al-
Zubayr, ‘then give it up. If you bring your son along to pledge
him our allegiance, suppose we did so, whom of you should
we obey and listen to? It is impossible to pledge our
allegiance to both of you’. On saying this he left.

“Muawiyah ascended the pulpit. After praising Allah he
said, "We have seen that what the people talk about is flawed.
Allegedly, they said that ibn Umar, ibn Abu-Bakr and ibn al-
Zubayr will not give their pledge of allegiance to Yazid. But
they huve obeyed him, listened to him and pledged their
allegiance 1o him’.

‘By Allah, retorted the Syrians, *We will not be pleased
until they pledge their allegiance to him publicly. otherwise
we will behead them',

‘Glory be to Allah’, he replied he. *How the people has-
ten to expose the Quraysh to evil. [ will never hear this from
vou another tme’,

“Then he got down from the pulpit. The people were 2OS-
sipping, ‘Ibn Umar. ibn Abu-Bukr and ibn al-Zubayr have
pledged their allegiance’, thev would assure them. ‘No., by
Allah we have not done it', and the peaple would repeat
again, "Yes, you did’, Then Mu'awiyah set off for Syria, ™1



HUSSEIN’S DEVOTION

Islamic law organizes political behaviour, and bascs itom
perfectly set doctrinal, ethical, and legal principles. It has
alsoimparted a special status to the treaties and agreements.

The Almighty says:

.4...3,.5.314 il 1,557 S0 LT L
(1:0) :

“(3 you who believe! fulfill the contracts ...”
Hally CQur g (5:7]

And He says:

Y3z 8 Sl 5} gL Ll p
ITEAYY -

«. . and fulfil the promise; surely (every) promise shall be ques-
tiomed alout,”
Holy Quran (1734

The Imams of the houschold of the Prophet(s.a.w.) rep-
resented the examples and the vanguard in their behaviour
and ethical commitment. Their practical political behaviour
was a genuine personification of the political jurisprudence
in Islam. Never was the “ends justify the means™ their policy,
when dealing with the masses, or with their adversarics and
opponents. Islam views politics as being based on ethical and
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spiritual grounds, That was why Imam Hussein (a.5.) turned
down the demand of the Tragi masses loyal to the household
of the Prophet (s.a.w.). who bore the brunt of the Umayvad
oppression, when they turned to him after the martyrdom of
Imam Hassan and sent him urgent letters demanding the
overthrow  of Mu'awivah and giving the Imam  their
allegiance. He made it clear 1o them he would not accept the
offer. He choose 1o abide by the treaty between Hassan{a.s,)
and Mu awivah and would not break it

Sheikh al-Mufid recorded his position as {ollows:

“This is what was reported by al-Kalbi, al-Mada'ini and
other historians: When al-Hassan{a.s. ) died. the Shi'a in Iray
began to make plans, They wrote to Hussein(u.s.) concern-
ing removing Mu'awiyah and giving the pledge of allegiance
to him. However. he refused and pointed out that there was
an agreement between himsell and Mu'awiyah which he
could not break until the period of the contract came to an
cnd. However, when Mu“awivah died. he informed the m hie
would examine the matier™ 124



THE ROLE OF HUSSEIN

Mu’awiyish overcame all obstacles and stiffencd his grip
on the people supported by money, shrewdness and terror.
He then passed power to his son Yazid. With all this already
done. the Umayyad party still felt insecure over the state of
affairs, The new ruler could never challenge the ummah’s
values and principles for the Apostle of Allah (s.4.w.) had
sown the seeds of love towards his household, and the
Qur'an infused a living cultural spirit and certain political
vilues into its depths, The ummah clearly knew the atiri-
butes of the fFmam. and were to recognize him as the leader.
It knew its political duty and lucidly stated its histarics) role.
It refused despotism und the concept of inheritance in poli-
tics which was imposed on it,

Twenty years of the Umayyad party’s rule and its
monopotizing of money, power and all major administrative
posts was certainly sufficient to stimulate the ummah to rise
and smooth the way for the removal of Yazid bin My awiyah
who had been forcefully imposed upon it. Naturally, when
trials intensily and eriscs follow in rapid succession and the
ummah found itself encireled by a wall of tercor and political
despotism, the ummah looked 1o the opposition figures, the
wise ones and the pivots of the movement that represented
the revolutionary spirit, Al the time, there was no one qual-
ified 1o lead the ummah except Hussein bin Ali bin Abi
Talib{a.s.). He was the lord of the sons of Quraysh. the
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grandson of the Apostle of Allah, the son of the Commander
of the Faithful and the best of men in knowledge, piety, effi-
ciency and morality. No Muslim could ignore him, or was
unacquainted with him. They knew his UNCOMPromising
attitude vis-a-vis Mu awivah's appointment of his son Yazid
as his heir apparent to the caliphate. On the other hand,
Mu'awiyah himself feared him, owing to his ability to lead
the ummah, stir its inner feelings, and mobilize it to rise up in
HTTTS.

Yazid, too, knew full well the strong tie connecting the
ummah 1o Hussein. He certainly realized that Hussein was
firm. intense, and revolutionary, He was aware of Hussein's
refusal of his succession to the caliphate as well, Therefore,
his full attention was focused on Hussein and so were his
fears, In the course of the first days of his assuming power he
wrote to al-Walid bin Utbah bin Abi Sufyan the governor of
Madinah a letter that read:

“ . get Hussein, Abdullah bin Umar, and Ibn al-Zubayr
to pledge their allegiance, and allow them no delay in doing
this..."12

Al-Walid received the letter and word about
Mu awiyah's death 12, the announcement of Yazid's succes-
sion to the caliphate and his duty of getting the persons men-
tioned in the letter to give Yazid their oath of fealty. Ttwasa
politically burdensome task indeed and a heavy responsibil-
ity. He mentioned nothing about the letter to anyone and
pondered for some time. Then he called Marwan to inform
him af the situation and consult him on how to carry oul
Yazid's bidding concerning Hussein, lest the matter get out
of hand,

Marwan offered no advice except terror, and tough mea-
sures, He counselled al-Walid:

1 take the view of calling them now and ordering them to
give their pledge of allegiance. If they do so, you should
accept that of them and leave them. However, upon denying

20



that, you should behead them before they know of
Mu’awivah's death. Should they know it, then every one of
them would leap into a place from which he would oppose
the caliph and call the people 1o follow him. Thn Umar, how-
ever, does not approve of waging war. He would not like to
rule over people unless heattains rulership peaccfully. =

‘The consultation was over, the line of action was defined
and the position was adopted. They hastened to besiege Hus-
sein and take him off guard. That was an adequately approp-
riate measure — as al-Walid thought - before word of
Mu'awiyah's demise spread and before public opinion was
stirred and peaple would turn to Hussein, the grandson of
the Apostlc of Allah (s.a.w.), and give him their vows of lioyy-
alty,

“Al-Walid sent Abdullah bin Umar bin Uthman — who
was Just # lad—to Hussein and Ihn al-Zubayr 10 ask them to
call on al-Walid, He found both of them seated 10 the mos-
que. He met them at a time when al-Walid would not receive
people in a general assembly. He said to them: *Answer the
governor's call’. 'Go away, we will call on him soon,’ they
told him,.. "2,

It was an unusual situation. This was not lost on Hussein
(as.) who wondered what the whole matter was about?
What was al-Walid up 1o?

Imam Hussein (a.s.) and Ibn al-Zubayr simultancously
understood the eriticality of the situation. They both realized
that something new had taken place and an unusual political
situation had arisen, otherwise what was al-Walid's order
for? Why did it come at a time when al-Walid would not usy-
ally receive people?

“Why do you think he (al-Walid) sent for us for at this
time when he does not receive anyone?’, Thn al-Zubayr won-
dered.

“f think their tyrant (Mo awiyah) has died. He sent